Commencement Script CLAS
Event Title:  Fall 2025 CLAS Commencement Ceremony
Ceremony:  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Date:  December 18, 2025
Time:  12:00pm
Location:  Carver Hawkeye Arena 

Assemble
[Platform officials meet at noon in the Hadley Club Room on the lower level of the arena right off the main corridor/tunnel. If academic apparel was ordered for you, it will be there. Refreshments will be provided. A security officer is assigned to the room during the ceremony.]

At 12:45 PM platform officials line up at the tunnel of the arena: 
	Stage Right
	 
	Stage Left

	Wilson
	 
	Sanders

	Janssen
Febos
Cargill
Tootle
Maurel-Destruel
Sims
Kinser
Racevskis
 
	 
	Nabhan-Warren
Hunter
Kleiman
Haskins
Cheatum
Espinosa
Glass
Winker



“Celebrating Iowa” VIDEO  
[Faculty Marshal ABBEY DVORAK walks to center-stage lectern while video plays]
Speaker: Abby Dvorak
[Center Podium.]  
Faculty Procession   

“Graduates and guests, please rise for the Academic Procession.” 

[The faculty procession begins when the quintet starts to play again. Chairs have programs with platform party member names. Platform officials stand at their seats until after the singing of the national anthem. Caps may be removed while seated.]   

[ABBEY waits until the last member has reached their seat.] 

“The candidates for baccalaureate degrees from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the College of Public Health, and University College have gathered to celebrate commencement. All are in their places. These proceedings are called to order. I want to give special thanks and recognition to the members of the Brass Quintet.  
· On horn, Keelie Kruse   
· On trombone, Jonathan Allen   
· On tuba, John Manning  
· On trumpets, Michael Gause and Ryan Banks.   
Hands Up Communications will interpret today’s proceedings.” 

National Anthem  

“I would first like to introduce Alix Bushard of Albertville, Minnesota, a senior in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences who will graduate in the spring with a bachelor’s degree in international relations and music, and a minor in Asian and Slavic languages. She will open our ceremony by performing our national anthem.” 
[Alix moves to center lectern and sings. When finished, exits the stage and moves to seat. Abbey returns to the center podium] 

Introduction of Dean Sara Sanders 
“Thank you, Alix. I am pleased to introduce Professor of Social Work, Dean and UI Alumni Association Dean’s Chair in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Sara Sanders.”  

Welcome and Introductions
[SARA moves forward to the center-stage lectern, and ABBEY returns to her seat. Platform officials should rise briefly when introduced.]

Speaker: Sara Sanders
Thank you, Professor Dvorak.
[SARA pauses to transition to welcome address].
Good morning!  
 
On behalf of the College of Liberal Arts and Science faculty and staff, we congratulate you on this major accomplishment, your graduation. Graduation is one of my favorite days of the year...and each graduation is special for a different reason.  Sometimes it is because I know some of the graduates or am even graduating one of my own children which I did a few years ago.  Other times it is special because of the buzz among the students and the family and friends in attendance.  Today I feel particularly excited about graduation because today I am graduating the daughter of who may be my longest friend...someone who I met under a jungle gym in kindergarten...so a special welcome to the Benton family.   
 
Today marks a milestone and transition in your life. You are closing one chapter and beginning another. Transitions are important because they allow us to reflect on where we’ve been, where we are now, and where we are going next.    
I AM SURE YOU ARE FULL OF MANY EMOTIONS TODAY (YOU TOO LOVED ONES). Some of you may have started the day with overwhelming excitement. Others may have felt a little fear or anxiety about what’s next. 
GRADUATES, HOW DO WE FEEL?  
 
Parents and families, I am sure you also started the day with many mixed emotions. It is normal in these moments to remember the firsts . . . first day of kindergarten, the first day of high school, and even the first day at Iowa . . . Trying to understand how time went by so quickly . . .  
 
FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND GUESTS . . . HOW DO YOU FEEL?  
 
Today, you join a family of more than 174,000 living University of Iowa College of Liberal Arts and Sciences alumni. A liberal arts and sciences education is truly your gateway to endless possibilities. You leave today with the essential skills you need to prepare you for lifelong learning, exploration, and adaptability. You leave today ready for your first professional step and a fulfilling life because of the skills you mastered while pursuing your liberal arts and sciences education.  
 
While you’ve worked incredibly hard for this moment, we must remember that success is not obtained on our own. We accomplish our goals because of the support, encouragement, and guidance we receive from others. As we sit here today, we are literally surrounded by all the people who have supported you in your journey to today . . . the day you graduate from the University of Iowa.   
 
Graduates, I invite you to stand and express your deepest gratitude to the people who encouraged, motivated and supported you along the way. The people who ensured you made it here. We really can never show enough gratitude.   
 
NOW, I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE THE PANEL OF FACULTY WHO ARE JOINING ME TODAY FOR YOUR COMMENCEMENT.  
FACULTY, PLEASE STAND AS I SAY YOUR NAME.  

[SARA pauses between names as each person rises briefly] 
· Abbey Dvorak, faculty marshal of this ceremony and associate professor, music.  
· Daniel Eberl, professor, biology. 
· Elizabeth Rodriguez Fielder, assistant professor, English 
· Ali Hasan, associate professor, philosophy. 
· Brandi Janssen, clinical associate professor, College of Public Health.  
· Nathaniel Jenkins, associate professor, health and human physiology.  
· Cornelia Lang, associate dean for undergraduate education, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, professor, physics and astronomy. 
· Susan Meerdink, assistant professor, geographical and sustainability sciences. 
· Isaac Petersen, associate professor, psychological and brain sciences. 
· Asma Ben Romdhane, lecturer, French and Italian. 
· Kenneth Tse, professor, music.  
· Tanya Uden-Holman, dean, University College, and associate provost for undergraduate education. 
· Yi (April) Wang, assistant professor, social work. 
· Barbara Wilson, president, University of Iowa; professor, communication studies.

Address by Graduating Student
(Insert introduction here)
[SARA returns to her seat; the speaker comes to the stage and delivers remarks from the center lectern, then returns to their seat on the floor.] 
Speaker: Student Speaker here
Conferral of Degrees
(Insert student speech here)
Speaker: Sara Sanders
Thank you very much, Lucie!  
We have now come to the conferral of degrees. I invite President Wilson to come forward.  

[WILSON goes to the stage-right podium.]   

Will the candidates for the Bachelor of Applied Studies, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bachelor of Liberal Studies, Bachelor of Music, and Bachelor of Science degrees please rise? 

[SARA turns toward WILSON, who is at the stage-right podium.]  
President Wilson, these worthy and approved candidates, having completed all the requirements for the degrees as listed in the commencement program, are recommended to you for the conferring of these degrees by the faculty of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the College of Public Health, and University College.  

[SARA remains standing at the center lectern while WILSON (at stage-right lectern) confers the degrees.]  

Speaker: President Wilson
“On the recommendation of the faculty of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University College, and the College of Public Health, and by the authority vested in me by the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, I confer on each of you the degree of Bachelor of Applied Studies, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bachelor of Liberal Studies, Bachelor of Music, and Bachelor of Science degrees qualified and designated.”  

[SARA lead/pause for applause—this is a happy moment!] 

Tassel-Turning Ceremony 
[After the degrees are conferred, SARA turns to WILSON, and then turns to the crowd.]   
Speaker: Sara Sanders
Please remain standing for the turning of the tassels. Before we recognize each of you individually, I ask you to mark your new status as graduates of the University of Iowa by moving the tassel of your cap from the right side to the left. 
[SARA pause]  
What a wonderful moment! Congratulations to you all.   
[SARA pauses for applause then says:] 
Graduates, please be seated. 

Presentation of Graduates
We have now come to the part of the program where we individually recognize each graduate. We are proud of every student who has met the demanding requirements that we set for the attainment of degrees. Students who earned high-grade point averages qualify for graduation with one of three distinction levels. This morning, they wear their distinction, literally, on their sleeves. The back of your program insert explains the stars and cordons they wear to celebrate university distinction and honors in the major. Congratulations to you all!  
Today’s graduates will be presented by Cornelia Lang, associate dean for undergraduate education. Will the marshals please bring the graduates forward? 

[INTERPRETER goes to seat. LANG to stage right microphone, LANG reads name; graduate will walk across the stage to shake hands with WILSON and SARA. Graduates will proceed down the stage far-left steps. LANG continues until all remaining students have been recognized.] 

Closing Remarks
[When the last students have been recognized, the audience will applaud, and SARA approaches the center-stage podium. INTERPRETER returns to their interpreting position. LANG and WILSON return to their seats.]  
At this time, will all the proud parents, spouses, children, partners, relatives, and friends of those who have received degrees please rise?  
[SARA pause] 

All of you are the unsung heroes and heroines of the day! Through your support, you have played a critical role in the college career of your loved ones. We salute your commitment—and we join today’s graduates in expressing our profound appreciation for a job patiently and superbly done!  
As we close our ceremony, I would like to once again congratulate our newest alumni of the University of Iowa. We started our Hawkeye careers knowing two words…the universal language between Hawkeyes….so on the count of three, let's say the two words that all Hawkeyes love, as loud as we can as brand-new University of Iowa alumni . . . GO HAWKS!!

CONGRATULATIONS!
[SARA leads applause steps back to your seat and ABBEY comes forward to the center-stage lectern] 

Speaker: Abbey
“Please be seated for the Recession of the Platform Party.”     
Recession
[As the Brass Quintet begins to play, ABBEY remains standing at the center-stage lectern as the recessional music begins. SARA and the other platform officials rise and follow NAME off the stage right steps toward the tunnel when the recessional music begins; the entire front row exits first, followed by NAME and the entire back row. Hands Up Communication (ASL interpreter) will exit after the faculty.]   
[When the platform officials have all exited] 
“Congratulations! Will the new alumni please join your friends and families on the concourse level? These proceedings are now adjourned!”   
