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You may be seated.

‘Welcome’
Congratulations College of Engineering graduates!   As Dean of the College of Engineering, it is my pleasure to welcome you here today. I will begin by introducing our platform officials. 
Kevin Kregel, University of Iowa Executive Vice President & Provost 
Kim Blackwell, Professor and Chair of Roy J. Carver Department of Biomedical Engineering; 
Jun Wang, Professor and Chair of Chemical and Biochemical Engineering; 
Paul Hanley, Associate Professor, Civil & Environmental Engineering; 
Gary Christensen, Professor and Chair of Electrical & Computer Engineering;  
Yong Chen, Professor and Chair of Industrial & Systems Engineering; 
Ching-Long Lin, Professor and Chair of Mechanical Engineering;  
Student speaker Alejandra Vilca Landa 
Megan Allen, College of Engineering Registrar; 
And the Marshal who led graduates into the auditorium, Professor Nicole Grosland, Associate Dean for Academic Programs; 
It is now my pleasure to recognize the College of Engineering’s fall 2024 baccalaureate class. 
Today represents a significant accomplishment in your academic careers. You have spent countless hours in labs and classrooms, collaborated with peers on projects, and participated in internships and co-ops that have positioned you for success beyond the university. As we celebrate your achievements, you are joined by family and friends, peers and mentors. Engineering students face many challenges – long hours of studying, challenging workloads, complex projects – all of which you have overcome through your perseverance and with support from your personal networks. I would like to take a moment to thank everyone in this room who has helped position you for success and provided you with the resources needed to become successful engineers.  
 
Every day, I see the passion that your faculty mentors have for transforming lives, the dedication of our staff in supporting your success, and your entrepreneurial spirit and commitment to engineering excellence. Part of what makes this college so unique and so special is the community that we have built within it. You have been and always will be at the core of our community, and you can always call Iowa City and the College of Engineering home. 
 
There can be no doubt that our alumni graduate and go on to change the world. They make resources safer and more available, as well as innovate across healthcare, transportation, environmental health, and intelligent systems. They understand that their work will have an impact here in Iowa, across the country, and around the world. I am especially proud of the way in which our College of Engineering community is committed to the development of ethical and globally aware engineers who enhance quality of life for people everywhere. Iowa Engineers make the world safer, more secure, and more accessible, and you will carry on that tradition.  
 
Today represents the culmination of your hard work, dedication, and sacrifice as students. The road you have traveled has been winding, at times bumpy, and occasionally met with roadblocks. It reminds me of the poem by Robert Frost that includes the observation “Two roads diverged in a wood and I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.” Continue to take the less traveled road, explore what seems like the impossible, and continue to make a difference in the world. The recognition you will receive here today represents your resilience as engineers. I am proud of all of you and know that you will represent our college and this university honorably and with distinction. 
 
No matter where life takes you, remember this – you will always be Hawkeyes, and we will always welcome you back to campus.
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Thank you for those excellent thoughts on your experiences at Iowa.
Conferring of the Degrees
Provost Kevin Kregel will now confer the Bachelor of Science in Engineering degrees on our graduating students.

[Kevin Kregel approaches the Stage Left Podium]

Will the candidates for the degree, Bachelor of Science in Engineering, please rise? 
Provost Kregel, these candidates, having completed all the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering, are recommended to you by the faculty of the College of Engineering for the Conferring of this degree.
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On recommendation of the Faculty of the College of Engineering and by the authority vested in me by the Iowa Board of Regents, I confer on each of you the degree Bachelor of Science in Engineering as qualified & designated. 
 
We now wish to individually recognize the recipients of Engineering Baccalaureate degrees. Megan Allen will introduce each degree candidate individually.

Speaker: Megan Allen
[Stage Left Podium]

Will the candidates for degrees in Biomedical Engineering please rise?   

Professor and Department Executive Officer Kim Blackwell will represent the Biomedical Engineering program. 

[Read Biomedical Engineering names]  
We will now recognize the candidates for degrees in Chemical Engineering. Professor and Department Executive Officer Jun Wang will represent the Chemical Engineering program.
 [Read Chemical Engineering names]  
We will now recognize the candidates for degrees in Civil Engineering and Environmental Engineering. Associate Professor Paul Hanley will represent the Civil and Environmental Engineering program.
[Read Enviornmental Engineering names]  
We will begin with the candidates for degrees in Civil Engineering.
[Read Civil Engineering names] 
And now the Environmental Engineering graduate.
[Read Environmental Engineering name]  
Professor and Department Executive Officer Gary Christensen will represent the Computer Science and Engineering and the Electrical Engineering programs. 
 
We will begin with the candidates for degrees in Computer Science and Engineering.  
 [Read Computer Science and Engineering names]  
And now the Electrical Engineering graduates. 
 [Read Electrical Engineering names]  

We will now recognize the candidates for degrees in Industrial Engineering. Professor and Department Executive Officer Yong Chen will represent the Industrial Engineering program. 
[Read Industrial Engineering names]  
 
And lastly, we will recognize the candidates for degrees in Mechanical Engineering. Professor and Department Executive Officer Ching-Long Lin will represent the Mechanical Engineering program. 
 [Read Mechanical Engineering names]  
 
Graduates, Your journey has been marked by countless hours of study, innovation, and perseverance. On behalf of the College of Engineering Staff and Faculty, it has been an absolute joy to witness your growth, both as individuals and as future engineers. We have watched you tackle challenges head-on, embrace new ideas, and collaborate with your peers to achieve remarkable successes.  
As you move forward to new heights and opportunities, always remember that you have a home here at the College of Engineering. No matter where your career takes you, you will always be part of our family.  
 
Here’s to your bright future and the amazing contributions you’ll make in the world. Go out and make us proud! Once a Hawkeye, always a Hawkeye! Go Hawks!
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Conclusion of Program
Graduates, please turn your tassels to the left side of your caps, [pause] you are now officially alumni of the College of Engineering. 
Finally, I want to say that as engineers you are equipped to make essential contributions to this nation and the world. You have a responsibility to bring your talents, understanding, and expertise to bear on the problems facing the world. I hope you will be guided by the highest of ethical standards, with great respect for our environment, and a genuine commitment to human values.  
[bookmark: _Int_VXZE00gJ]We wish you the greatest of success in your career and your future. 
