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Welcome and Introductions
Good evening and welcome! My name is Amanda Thein and I am Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College. On behalf of my colleagues, I am delighted to greet all of you who have gathered here today to celebrate this important occasion. 
Graduates, I know it’s been a long road. You have persisted through the highs and lows that come with earning a master’s degree. This is a truly phenomenal accomplishment that should make you very proud. I am so excited to be able to participate in this ceremony with you this evening—one that marks a very special and significant moment in your lives. 
I know I speak on behalf of so many of my colleagues at the University of Iowa when I say that we can’t wait to see what you will do next. We know you’ll take all you’ve learned at Iowa with you as you go out into the world and do great things. You are our best and brightest.
We are counting on you because the future of our country, and the international community – to which many of you belong – depends to a large extent, on your knowledge and expertise to help solve local and global problems today and into the future. 
We depend on you because we know the critical role you will play in advancing future knowledge, innovation, economic development, arts, health care, and education – to name just a few of the areas where you have expertise. And – perhaps most importantly – we are relying on you to be leaders in the kind of critical thinking that fosters complex problem solving and a path toward global understanding. 
The accomplishments of your graduate careers that have come to fruition today have prepared you to move forward to face the opportunities and challenges the future holds with new-found confidence and perseverance.
Friends and family, I am happy you are here, as well. You have encouraged and supported these graduates through the exciting, but often stressful process of earning a master’s degree. Your devotion to them is so important, and we are pleased that you’re able to help us celebrate.
Before we begin the formal ceremony, I’d like to pause to recognize a few individuals sharing in this experience today.
Ahead of this ceremony, we have enjoyed music from the Iowa Brass Quintet. 
Members of the Quintet are: Dr. Jonathan Allen, Prof. John Manning, Prof. Michael Gause, Keelie Kruse, and Ryan Banks. Thank you for sharing your talents with us today. Hale Hawthorne from Hands Up Communications is serving as the American Sign Language interpreter for our ceremony. Hale will be interpreting most portions of the event, but because of the number of graduates, they will not sign the graduates’ names. 
I would also like to introduce you to my colleagues on the stage who are here to help us celebrate. I would request that each of you stand when introduced. 
First, I am thrilled to have President Barbara Wilson on hand to assist me in the conferral of the degrees. 
In addition, I would like to recognize collegiate leadership on stage:
· Pam Wesely, Associate Dean, College of Education
· Suresh Raghavan, Associate Dean, College of Engineering
· Sara Sanders, Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences
· Julie Zerwic, Dean, College of Nursing
· Maggie Chorazy, Associate Dean, College of Public Health
· Shelly Campo, Associate Dean, Graduate College
· Ana Rodríguez-Rodríguez, Associate Dean, Graduate College
· And Nick Street, Associate Dean, Tippie College of Business
We are also pleased to have Ann Campbell, professor in the department of Business Analytics in the Tippie College of Business, serving as our faculty marshal.
Speaker:  Amanda Thein 
[Amanda Thein Stage Left Podium]
Presentation of Graduates
We now come to the most important part of the program—the moment when we recognize each degree recipient. As I mentioned earlier, I am joined today by President Wilson who will assist in the conferral of degrees. 
As we move through the ceremony, in order that each graduate’s name may be clearly heard, please hold your applause until all the master’s graduates have been introduced. Then, we will give everyone a full round of applause. 
Graduates, President Wilson and I are happy to shake hands with those who are comfortable. We also welcome an elbow bump, a thumbs up, or just a nod and offered congratulations. We will follow your lead with whatever seems right for you. 
I now invite President Wilson to come forward.
[President Wilson Stage Right Podium]
President Wilson, these candidates have completed all of the requirements for the degrees: Master of Arts, Master of Accountancy, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master of Computer Science, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Administration, Master of Public Affairs, Master of Public Health, Master of Science, Master of Science in Nursing, Master of Social Work, and Specialist in Education.
Speaker:  President Wilson
[Stage Right Podium]
Conferral of Degrees
On recommendation of the Faculty of the Graduate College and by the authority vested in me by the Iowa Board of Regents, I confer on each of you the degree of Master of Arts, Master of Accountancy, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master of Computer Science, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Administration, Master of Public Affairs, Master of Public Health, Master of Science, Master of Science in Nursing, Master of Social Work, and Specialist in Education qualified and designated.
 
Speaker:  Amanda Thein 
[Stage Right Podium] 
Graduate Recognition
Thank you, President Wilson. Would the masters degree recipients please come forward to be recognized? 
[Each student comes forward to be recognized]

Speaker:  Pam Wesley 
[Stage Left Podium] 
[Reads names as graduates cross the stage] 

Speaker:  Amanda Thein 
[Stage Right Podium] 
Student Speaker Introduction
I am now pleased to recognize tonight’s student speaker, Kaylee Trinh. Kaylee just received a Master of Science in Business Analytics. 
After Kaylee’s address, President Wilson will provide a send-off. Again, my sincere congratulations to you, Kaylee, and all of your fellow graduates!
Speaker:  Kaylee Trinh 
[Stage Right Podium]
Student Speaker Remarks

Good evening! It’s such an honor to be here today. This moment here gets me to reflect on my journey, and takes me back 14 years, to my hometown—a coastal village in Vietnam.
When I was 10, my bff then told me she wanted to work for the national bank and asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up. I remember feeling so confused—what even was a “national bank”? All I knew was that I wanted to be a princess, which, at the time, felt like the perfect dream.
Fast forward, and that small-town girl with “princess dreams” found herself 10,000 miles away from home. I was all on my own, excited but scared, suddenly surrounded by a world far bigger than anything I’d ever known. But I was determined. I threw myself into college, into this new life, and into every moment that could bring me closer to the future I envisioned.
I worked, I studied, I laughed, and yes—I cried. At 10, I cried when my friends teased me about my silly princess dreams. At 17, I cried because I missed home, or failed a test. And now, I still cry over things like a job or an interview that didn’t pan out. So we will always have some sort of problems, but they are just proof of our growth. As our problems get bigger, so do we. And next time we fall, we will know to pick ourselves up faster, and push through.
My family used to call me stubborn— but it’s precisely that trait that helped me get to where I am today. I believe we can all benefit from a little of that “stubbornness” as we pursue our dreams.
To my fellow graduates: I hope my story resonates, even if it comes from half the world away. 
We all have run into challenges, disappointments, and unexpected turns. All of which brought us to where we are today. And in case when you face another crisis, know that it’s okay to not have everything figured out. None of us do. We just need to be stubborn, trust the process and keep moving forward. 
And of course, I wouldn’t be here today without the support of the people who’ve been my safe harbor through it all: my family. To them, and especially my parents, thank you for always believing in me. This is for you, in Vietnamese:
[Con xin cảm ơn bố mẹ, ông bà, và gia đình đã luôn hỗ trợ, động viên để con được đứng đây ngày hôm nay.]
I’ve said my thanks, so while celebrating this milestone, remember to say thanks to your family & friends as well. Congratulations to each and every one of us. Cheers to the journey ahead! Go Hawks!
Speaker:  President Wilson
[Stage Right Podium]
President Wilson Closing Remarks

I am honored to have been part of such an important milestone this evening.
I offer my heartiest congratulations to all the graduates at this very special moment in your lives.
A graduate education is always a team effort, so we also thank your families, friends, teachers, and mentors for giving you such incredible support over the years.
So right now, graduates, I want you to stand, find those in the audience who have supported you, and join me in a round of applause for everyone here who has been behind you in your educational journey.
As you, our master’s degree graduates, move on to new pursuits, we thank you for working so diligently on your professional education and for choosing the University of Iowa for your training. 
You have contributed significantly to our educational and scholarly excellence here, as engaged seminar participants and as collaborators on research projects.
Many of you also have taught classes here, sharpening your teaching skills and contributing to our students’ education with fresh perspectives and the latest knowledge.
And you have contributed greatly to our local communities as well as to our state and beyond, in generous public service and engagement, and in sharing your knowledge and creativity with others.
As new master’s graduates, you are at the forefront of change.
That change is only going to accelerate, both in your professional arenas and in society at large.
I know that the intellectual growth and professional skills you have developed here at Iowa will help you adapt to—and indeed lead—that change. 
I look forward to seeing how you will contribute to a better future for all of us.
Even though we are saying farewell, you of course will always be part of us.
Your work here will always remain a part of our foundation of excellence.
And your work in the future will reflect positively on your University of Iowa education.
Now, as you go forward, I hope that you will promise to do three things: 
First, wear your black and gold Hawkeye colors whenever you can.
Second, use the skills of listening and communication that you have acquired here at Iowa to help make the world a better place.
And third, continue to support and advocate for the UI.
Once again, congratulations, good luck, and best wishes for great success in the wonderful years ahead of you.
We are very, very proud of you.
Faculty Recession
[Everyone one after the other gets up and recesses out]
