Fall Commencement Script 
Event Title:  Spring 2025 Nursing Commencement Ceremony"). 
Ceremony:  College of Nursing
Date:  December 20, 2025
Time:  9:00 am 
Location:  Hancher
Speaker:  Katie Machovsky 
[Stage Right Podium]
Welcome
Good morning, the processional will begin in just a moment. Please be seated for the start of the fall 2024 commencement ceremony.
Faculty Procession
[Students will file in; platform party remains standing until the last student files into their seat]
Speaker:  Julie Zerwic 
[Stage Right Podium] 
Introduction and Welcome 

Welcome to the fall 2024 College of Nursing Commencement Ceremony! I am Julie Zerwic, Dean of the College of Nursing. I first want to congratulate the graduates of our BSN and RN-BSN programs and extend an especially warm welcome to the friends and family of our graduates. We are so pleased to have you with us as we bear witness to this milestone accomplishment. We are privileged and grateful to have been a part of your graduate's life for the past few years. The entire university community shares your pride and happiness on this very special day. 
Thank you to Graduate Marshal, Lily Brindley, for leading the student processional, and Amy Williams from Hands Up Communications for the sign language interpretation. 
Many people are joining me on stage for this celebration today. Please stand as you are introduced. You may hold your applause until I have introduced all our guests. 
Representing the College of Nursing Administration, Interim Associate Dean for Undergraduate and RN Programs, Sarah McVeigh and Executive Associate Dean, Sandy Daack-Hirsch. 
Representing the University’s Central Administration and conferring the degrees, President Barbara Wilson. 
Our honored guests, College of Nursing Distinguished Alumni Award recipient Jonathan Szczesny, class speaker Jason O’Neill, and Jack B. King University Librarian John Culshaw. 
Faculty from the College of Nursing joining us on stage include 
Theresa Bechtel, Jacinda Bunch, Catie Cherwin, Brenda Duree, Molly Frommelt-Kuhle, Emily Griffin, Katie Knox, Betty Mallen, Anita Nicholson, Collin Rogers, Julie Stanik-Hutt and Deb Strobel.
Also assisting behind the scenes are College of Nursing staff Leah Koppes, Riza Falk, Rebecca Miller, Katie Machovsky, Bhavya Ashok-Kallur, Megan Klein, Kristin Hanson, Anita Cory, and Corey Landstrom. 
Dean’s Remarks

Each commencement I pick a book to guide my remarks. This year I chose a book inspired by our rankings. No, not the #4 ranking of our BSN program, the ranking of University of Iowa as one of the top writing universities in the country.  
The book I chose this year is by Anne Patchett, who graduated with her Master of Fine Arts from the Iowa Writer’s Workshop in 1987. Patchett is the award-winning author of nine novels, four books of non-fiction, and three children’s books. She owns Parnassus Books in Nashville, and you can find her on social media talking enthusiastically about new books, writers, and dogs.  
In Patchett’s latest book of essays, “These Precious Days”, she brings the reader into her own world, writing about what matters most in this “precarious and precious life.”  
The book includes an essay reflecting on her time at Iowa. Although she describes it as a time of “complete and utter madness,” it proved pivotal in her life.  
The Iowa Writer’s Workshop is where Patchett discovered the importance of a liberal arts education. The essence of which, she writes, “is the ability to be flexible and curious, to be able to teach Othello and then write for Bridal Guide, … to evolve.”  
The Workshop was where Patchett found her people. “Did I need an MFA to write a novel?” she asks. “No, I did not. Did I need an MFA to open a bookstore? No again. But I was a solitary kid, and I imagined a solitary life for myself. My MFA showed me the importance of community.”  
In her ten years as an independent bookstore owner, Patchett has built a new community. She recognizes that everyone wants a place where they feel welcomed and understood, noting “I had wanted that once, and now I can give it to others.”  
This was not an outcome she ever imagined. “I had no idea that owning a bookstore was one of my career options,” Patchett writes. But “…It’s made me realize that I could use the tools I’d been given in ways I never knew they could work. That’s how I discovered that my truest destiny was a thing I never saw coming.”  
As we celebrate your commencement today, I hope that the College of Nursing has been for you what the Iowa Writer’s Workshop was for Ann Patchett  
I hope:
· that you carry with you the flexibility, curiosity, and openness you gained during your liberal arts education, and it allows you to evolve as it did for Patchett. 
· that the college has shown you the importance of community. That you have found your people – the people that “get” you and your passions – and that you continue to build community and create space where everyone is welcome.   
· that you have learned the future is not just one thing. As a baccalaureate-prepared nurse, you can work at the bedside, as a nurse leader, in the lab, or in a community clinic. You can earn a Doctor of Nursing Practice or a PhD. You can work in Iowa and across the world. You can teach future nursing students and you can write books.  
As BSN graduates, you can use the tools you have been given in countless ways. You may even use them in ways you never knew they could work and discover, like Patchett, that your truest destiny is a thing you never saw coming.  
I, for one, can’t wait to see where this degree takes you. Congratulations, class of 2024.   
Introduction of Class Speaker
[Stage Right Podium]
It is now my pleasure to introduce Jason O’Neill, who will speak on behalf of the fall 2024 graduates. 
When he was just 18 months old, doctors at University of Iowa Health Care found a tumor in Jason O’Neill’s arm. He began chemotherapy and radiation to treat the aggressive pediatric cancer, and spent the following months in and out of the hospital. Jason credits the nurses with going above and beyond for him and his family, and for driving his passion for the field.  
Jason is a graduate of Solon High School in Solon, Iowa. He is the president of Men in Nursing, has volunteered with Dance Marathon, Agape Café, and as a mentor for pre-nursing students, has been named to the President’s List all four semesters, and works as a patient care technician at University of Iowa Health Care. 
Jason has accepted a position in the pediatric inpatient medical/surgical unit at Stead Family Children’s Hospital, and hopes to return to the College of Nursing and earn his Doctor of Nursing Practice as a pediatric nurse practitioner in the future. 
Please welcome our BSN class speaker, Jason O’Neill.
Speaker:  Jason O’Neill 
[Stage Right Podium] 
Address by Graduating Student
Add speech here. 
Speaker:  Julie Zerwic
[Stage Right Podium] 
Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Thank you, Jason. 
The Outstanding Young Alumni Award recognizes a University of Iowa College of Nursing graduate who has demonstrated outstanding leadership and achievement in nursing or related fields of healthcare or has made significant contributions to their community. 
I am very pleased to announce that the 2024-2025 recipient of the University of Iowa College of Nursing’s Outstanding Young Alumni Award is Jonathan Szczesny. 
A 2022 graduate of the University of Iowa College of Nursing RN to BSN program, Jonathan Szczesny is a dedicated Intensive Care Unit nurse, leader, and educator.  
As a Neuro/Trauma Intensive Care Unit nurse at ThedaCare Regional Medical Center in Neenah, Wisconsin, Jonathon co-chaired the unit’s preceptor committee, improving ICU orientation and coordinating a progressive knowledge and skill model for new unit members. He also served on the Unit Council and Education Committee, and received the Daisy Award for Extraordinary Nurses in September 2023.  
One of Jonathon’s nominators called him a “shining example of what it means to be a nurse.”  
Jonathan’s dream was to enter the Nurse Anesthesia program at the University of Iowa. That dream came true, and he began the program this summer.  
Please help me congratulate Jonathan Szczesny.
Speaker:  Jonathan Szczesny.
[Stage Right Podium] 
Address by Graduating Student
 
Add speech here.
Speaker:  Julie Zerwic
[Stage Right Podium]
Charge to Graduates and Conferring of Degrees

We are pleased to have President Barbara Wilson, with us for the conferring of degrees.  
Dr. Barbara J. Wilson is the 22nd president of the University of Iowa. 
President Wilson earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism and master’s and PhD degrees in communication arts from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She came to Iowa having served as the executive vice president/vice president for academic affairs of the University of Illinois System. President Wilson is passionate about supporting students. This includes providing them with mental health and well-being services as well as making the First Gen Hawks program a priority to increase retention rates for first generation college students.  
Please join me in welcoming President Wilson. 
[Following introduction, President Wilson takes her place at the unoccupied Stage Left Podium.] 
Will the candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Science in Nursing please rise? 
[When the candidates are standing at their seats, Dean Zerwic turns toward President Wilson, and touches her cap]
President Wilson, these candidates, having completed all the requirements for the degree, Bachelor of Science in Nursing, are recommended to you by the faculty of the College of Nursing for the conferring of this degree. 
[Dean Zerwic remains standing at the podium while President Wilson confers the degrees from the other podium.]
Speaker:   Barbara Wilson
[Stage Left Podium]
Conferral of Degrees 
On recommendation of the faculty of the College of Nursing, and by the authority vested in me by the state Board of Regents, I confer on each of you the degree, Bachelor of Science in Nursing as qualified and designated. 
[After degrees are conferred, Dean Zerwic touches her cap to President Wilson]
Speaker:   Julie Zerwic
[Stage Right Podium]
Conferral of Degrees
The turning of the tassel is the tradition of gesture by which each student signifies passage from degree candidate to graduate. Now before we recognize each of you individually, please mark your new status as graduates of the University of Iowa College of Nursing by moving the tassel of your cap from the right side to the left. 
Will the graduates please be seated? 
[President Wilson returns to her seat.] 
 
 
 
[Jason exit stage left, get in line, walk across stage to receive diploma, exit for photo, get gift, and re-enter stage left to return to seats once the last graduate has received their diploma cover.]
Speaker:  Sarah McVeig 
[Stage Left Podium]

Presentation of Graduates
[Sandy Daack-Hirsch moves to table to present diploma covers.]
[Sarah McVeigh steps to mic to read names.]
[Dean Zerwic moves to spot for photo with students as they cross stage.]
Will the first row of Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduates please rise and come forward to receive formal recognition?  
[First row rises and proceeds to right side of stage. Remaining rows as space permits. As their name is called, each graduate walks across the stage. Upon reaching Sandy Daack-Hirsch, they stop and receive a diploma cover from her. They then proceed across stage to the marker, stop for a photo with Dean Zerwic, continue off stage for another photo (Flash photo), receive graduate gift, and then return to their seat.]
[Sarah Mcveigh waits until the last graduate returns to their seat.]
 Let us join in offering our heartiest congratulations to the new graduates. 
[Sarah & Sandy return to seats.]
[Dean Zerwic moves to the podium for the Valediction.]
Speaker:  Dean Zerwic 
[Stage Right Podium]
Valediction/Closing Remarks
Along with the faculty, I have great hopes for you, our graduates. I hope you find true meaning, contentment, and passion in your lives. I hope that you navigate the hard times and come out with greater strength and resolve. I hope that you seek balance, understanding, and new perspectives. And I hope that you have the ambition to take charge of the health care world, because it desperately needs your leadership. I know it’s a big challenge and a daunting task, but you can do it. And know that we will be watching and cheering you on. 
Congratulations and best wishes to all our fall 2024 College of Nursing graduates.  
Graduate Marshal, please come forward. 
Will the graduates please rise for the recessional? We ask the audience to please remain seated until the faculty and graduates have exited.  
Faculty Recession 
[As recessional music begins, Graduate Marshal Lily Brindley leads everyone down the center aisle into the lobby area by the main entrance.) 
ORDER OF RECESSIONAL:
· Graduate Marshal Lily Brindley 
· Platform Party led by Dean Julie Zerwic 
· Faculty Representatives 
· Graduates  



