Fall Commencement Script 
Event Title: Fall 2025 Commencement Ceremony
Ceremony: Tippie College of Business
Date:  December 20, 2025
Time: 1:00 PM
Location:  Hancher Auditorium 
Speaker: Thomas
[Stage Right Podium]
Gathered family and friends: if you are able, please rise for the academic procession.
Academic Procession
[Iowa Brass Quintet will play during the academic procession]
[After all members of the academic procession are on the platform and in their places]:
The candidates for the Bachelor of Business Administration degree from the Tippie College of Business have gathered to celebrate Commencement.  All are in their places. These proceedings are hereby called to order.  You may be seated.  It is my pleasure to introduce the Dean of the Tippie College of Business and Professor of Management and Entrepreneurship, Dr. Amy Kristof-Brown.
[THOMAS takes seat on platform.]
Speaker: Kristof-Brown
[Stage Right Podium]
Good afternoon. On behalf of the Tippie College of Business and The University of Iowa, I welcome all of you – graduating seniors, family members, friends, faculty and staff of the College – to this Commencement- in this beautiful space, Hancher Auditorium.  All of us here are proud of our University, our College, and – especially today – our graduates. 
This Commencement allows us to honor their accomplishments.  We come together to celebrate and reflect upon an important milestone in the lives of these students – the completion of their undergraduate education. 
Today, many emotions fill this auditorium.  For our graduates, these emotions range from the excitement and anticipation of our celebration to uncertainty and apprehension about the future.  For parents or spouses, the range of emotions includes pride, certainly, and in some cases, I suspect, may also include a profound sense of financial relief. 
For those of you in the audience, we feel your pride, as well.  But you also should be proud of all you have done to help them accomplish their goals.  Your guidance, understanding and compassion, your confidence in their abilities, and your love and support have all been critical to their success.  For what you have done to help these graduates, we thank you. 
Introduction of the platform party and marshals
Before proceeding further, I would like to introduce the faculty and invited guests joining us today to honor our graduates as they earn their degrees.  Please stand when I introduce you.

Joining me on the platform today: 

[Nod to platform party. Introductions will be from Kristof-Brown’s right-to-left or the audience’s left-to-right]

· Alexandra Nica, Associate Professor of Instruction and Director, Undergraduate Studies in Economics
· Anand Vijh, Professor and Marvin and Rose Lee Pomerantz Chair in Finance Undergraduate Program in Finance
· Laura Westercamp, Managing Director in Accenture’s Life Sciences Strategy practice
· Barrett Thomas, Senior Associate Dean, Tippie College of Business and Gary C. Fethke Research Professor of Business Analytics 
· Barbara J. Wilson, President, The University of Iowa
· Charles Keene, Associate Dean, Undergraduate Program and Professor of Instruction in Marketing 
· Kay Hegarty, Professor of Practice in Accounting 
· Kristina Bigsby, Associate Professor of Instruction and Director, Undergraduate Studies in Business Analytics
· Nicole Wilson, Associate Professor of Instruction and Director Undergraduate Studies in Management and Entrepreneurship

Tippie faculty and staff serving as marshals are: 
· Greg Hall, Lecturer and Director of Undergraduate Studies in Accounting 
· Tom Walsh, Associate Professor of Practice and Director, Undergraduate Studies in Marketing

Thank you for joining us today.  

I would also like to give special thanks and recognition to the members of the Iowa Brass Quintet:   
· On trumpets, Professor Michael Gause and Ryan Banks  
· On horn, Keelie Kruse 
· On trombone, Dr. Jonathan Allen 
· On tuba, Professor John Manning 
 
All of today’s proceedings will be interpreted by Hands Up Communications
Introduction of the speaker 
Laura Westercamp is a Managing Director in Accenture's Life Sciences Strategy practice, where she has served clients across North America, Europe, Latin America, and Africa during her 15+ year tenure with the firm.  
Advising C-Suite and senior clients across Pharma and MedTech, Laura specializes in business model transformation, direct to patient strategies, customer experience, and digital health strategy. She also partners with companies on corporate strategy, including market assessment and post-merger integration, with particular focus on brand and therapeutic area strategies in rare disease, cardiovascular, and metabolic conditions. Prior to Accenture, Laura worked in the Investment Banking Division of Goldman Sachs. 
A graduate of the University of Iowa, Laura earned a Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance, Management, and Marketing, and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with Honors. She previously served on the Tippie College of Business Young Alumni Board and currently serves on the John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Right Alumni Board, through which she is an MIT Venture Mentor.
[Westercamp’s speech. When done, Westercamp returns to seat on stage and Keene moves to stage right podium.]

Speaker: Keene
[Stage Right Podium]
Thank you, Laura, for your inspiring remarks. The business world expects great things from Tippie graduates and, from what I know of them, our graduates have what it takes to meet and exceed those expectations.
It is my pleasure to introduce today’s student speaker Natalie Moningi.
[Moningi begins making her way from seat to stage right platform.]

Natalie is from Coralville, Iowa, and is graduating with a B.B.A. in Marketing and certificates in Nonprofit Leadership & Philanthropy and Event Management. During her time at Tippie, Natalie was a member of the Tippie Business Honor Society and volunteered her marketing and event planning skills to help several local nonprofits, including Umoja and Main Street West Branch. After graduation, she hopes to begin her career in marketing in the Cedar Rapids/Iowa City area.
[Moningi’s speech. When done, Moningi returns to seat on stage and Thomas moves to stage right podium.]

Speaker: Thomas
[Stage Right Podium]
Congratulations Natalie. The Tippie College of Business awards degrees with highest distinction to students in the highest two percent of the graduating class, with high distinction to students in the next highest three percent, and with distinction to students in the next highest five percent.  Distinction is designated by gold stars worn on the left sleeve. As I call each group of students, please rise to be recognized. Audience, I ask that you hold your applause.

Will those graduating With Highest Distinction please stand.
[Pause to allow students time to stand.]

Will those graduating With High Distinction please stand.
[Pause to allow students time to stand.]

Will those graduating With Distinction please stand.   
[Pause to allow students time to stand.]

Please join me in congratulating these students.
[Applause]

We would also like to recognize the students who are graduating with Honors in their Major and University Honors.  

Will those graduating with Honors please stand.  
[Pause to allow students to stand]

Please join me in congratulating these students.
[Applause]

Membership in Beta Gamma Sigma is the highest recognition a business student can earn. To be eligible for membership, students’ individual academic ranking must place them in the upper 10 percent of the junior class or in the upper 10 percent of the senior class.   

Would the students graduating as members of Beta Gamma Sigma please stand.
[Pause to allow students to stand]

Congratulations.
[Applause]

And finally, we also recognize students who undertook four or more multiple hands-on learning experiences through our Tippie RISE program.  

Would the students graduating with four or more Tippie RISE experiences please stand.
[Pause to allow students to stand]

Congratulations.
[Applause]

[Thomas takes seat and Kristof-Brown goes to right podium.]
Speaker: Kristof-Brown
Presentation of Candidates
[Stage Right Podium]
[As the candidates rise, President Wilson moves to podium on stage left.]
Kristof-Brown [after candidates are standing turns to Wilson and touches cap]:
President Wilson, these candidates, having completed all of the requirements for the degree, Bachelor of Business Administration and are recommended to you by the faculty of the Tippie College of Business for the conferring of this degree.

Speaker: President Wilson
[Stage Left Podium]
[Touching cap to return Kristof-Brown’s salute]:
On recommendation of the faculty of the Tippie College of Business, and by the authority vested in me by the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, I confer on each of you the degree Bachelor of Business Administration as qualified and designated.
[After the degrees are conferred, Kristof-Brown will again turn to Wilson and touch her cap. Wilson will again return the salute. Wilson momentarily takes her seat.]
Speaker: Kristof-Brown
[Stage Right Podium]
Will the graduates please be seated. Charles Keene, Associate Dean of the Undergraduate Program will now recognize the graduates individually. Will the marshals please begin leading the graduates forward to be recognized.
[Keene to podium stage left.]
[Graduates will hand their cards to Keene. Keene reads the name (including honors and distinction) and graduates will move to right stage and shake hands with Kristof-Brown and Wilson. Graduates will get their photo taken stage right and return to their seats as guided by the marshals.]
[Kristof-Brown and Wilson will congratulate students as they walk across the stage.]
[When the last graduate has been recognized, All return to their seats except Keene, who goes to the right podium.]
Speaker: Keene
[Stage Right Podium]
The “turning of the tassel” is the traditional gesture by which each student signifies passage from degree candidate to graduate.  Will each of you now mark your new status by turning the tassel of your cap from the right side to the left side.
[Pause to allow students to turn their tassels, applause.]

Members of the faculty, President Wilson, Dean Kristof-Brown, I present to you- the Tippie College of Business Class of 2025. 
 
We congratulate you all.  
[Keene takes seat on platform and Kristof-Brown goes to right podium.]
Speaker: Kristof-Brown
[Stage Right Podium]
Closing Remarks
We are very proud of the Tippie College’s Class of 2025.  
Today marks a personal milestone in your lives. You have received a degree from the University of Iowa’s Henry B. Tippie College of Business. You faced many challenges, made discoveries about yourself and others, and grew into leaders who will make a difference in our communities.  
Tomorrow is a new start for you, as college graduates. You have sacrificed much and worked toward a meaningful goal. You have earned the right to rest and rejuvenate, but also the privilege to go and do great things in this world.  
With every action you take, pursue excellence with urgency – to make business, your community, and your relationships with others be strengthened and create something meaningful. Henry Tippie did that for all of us here today. I encourage you - starting tomorrow- to find ways to make your positive impact on the world.  
We hope that, in the years to come, you will stay engaged with us through our alumni events and Tippie YouTube channel, where you can find alumni panels with industry insights, and insights from some of your favorite Tippie professors.   Your continued engagement with us as alumni – through time, talent, and treasure – will help keep this college great, in the same way that alumni have supported you while you were here.  Congratulations and the best of luck to you in the future.
Speaker: Thomas
[Stage Right Podium]
Faculty Recessional
Thank you, Dean Kristof-Brown. And now, we will conclude today’s Commencement ceremony. I ask that everyone please remain seated for the recessional.  The platform party will exit first, followed by the graduates.

[Platform officials will exit stage right led by Nica.]
[Walsh will lead the students off stage left.  The Iowa Brass Quintet will be playing.]
Thank you, and may the future be bright for each of you.
