Document Title

Spring 2026 Master Script 
Event Title: College of Public Health Commencement Ceremony
Ceremony: College of Public Health
Date: May 16, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk187756889]Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Hancher Auditorium 
Pre-Ceremony Information
Enter any Pre-Ceremony Information here, such as lineup order for the procession.
[bookmark: _Hlk194350723]‘Celebrating Iowa’ Video
[Pre-show announcement is played, followed by the ‘Celebrating Iowa’ video.]
[bookmark: _Hlk194350985]Platform Party Procession
[Order of Processional, Entering Door 1]
Student Procession
[Students will file in, platform party remains standing until the last student files into their seat]
[Dean Parker makes way to the Stage Right podium]
Welcome
Speaker: Edith Parker
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Edith Parker
Subtitle: Dean, College of Public Health
Good evening, and welcome to the College of Public Health commencement ceremony.  
I’m Edith Parker, dean of the College of Public Health. It’s my honor and pleasure to welcome all of you -- our students, families and friends, our faculty and staff, and many special guests -- as we celebrate commencement and the Class of 2025.  
This is a very special day for many important reasons. First and foremost, it is a day to recognize and honor the outstanding accomplishments of our graduating students. This commencement ceremony marks the culmination of years of dedication, determination, and resilience – qualities you demonstrated in abundance as you worked toward earning your degree. 
I also want to acknowledge the families of our graduates and let you know how happy and grateful we are to have you with us here today, to help honor these amazing graduates. Thank you for all you have done to guide, love, and support your students as they worked to reach this important milestone.  The College of Public Health and the entire University of Iowa community shares your pride and happiness as on this very special occasion. 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge several individuals who will be assisting with our commencement ceremony today. 
First, Tammy Silver is the sign language interpreter who will be translating remarks this morning. 
Joining me on stage and assisting with today’s ceremonies are several faculty leaders from our College of Public Health and central administration of the University of Iowa. I ask each of them to stand as I introduce them to you. 
Joseph Cavanaugh, professor and head of the Department of Biostatistics.
Margaret Chorazy, clinical associate professor of epidemiology and associate dean for academic affairs.
Elizabeth Chrischilles, professor and head of the Department of Epidemiology.
Nate Fethke, professor and head of the Department of Occupational and Environmental Health.
Brandi Janssen, associate professor of occupational and environmental health and the director of the public health undergraduate program.
Hans Lemler, professor of occupational and environmental health and associate dean for research.
Scot Reisinger (REE- singer), assistant dean of student services.
Diane Rohlman, professor of occupational and environmental health and associate dean for faculty affairs.
Mark Vander Weg, professor and head of the Department of Community and Behavioral Health.
George Wehby, professor and head of the Department of Health Management and Policy.
Representing the University of Iowa’s central administration and conferring the degrees will be Kevin Kregel, Executive Vice President and Provost at the University. 
Thank you to all these individuals and to the many others who have been instrumental in planning today’s ceremony and helping to make sure everything runs smoothly. Like the work of public health itself, a lot happens behind the scenes to ensure a successful outcome for everyone. So, I thank the dedicated staff from the College of Public Health, the University of Iowa, Hancher Auditorium, and elsewhere who helped prepare for today’s festivities. 
And now let me say the one thing that truly needs to be said to set the stage for today’s gathering: Congratulations, Class of 2025! 
This is a day to celebrate and recognize your accomplishments. And part of celebrating your accomplishments is acknowledging the challenging path you’ve traveled and the record of success you’ve compiled in reaching this important milestone today.   
Your experiences as students not only required completing a rigorous academic program. It also demanded that you adjust to a host of unexpected circumstances, learn to use new tools and technologies, and connect with classmates and others who come from different backgrounds and hold different points of view. Along the way, you sought out experiential learning opportunities, discovered fascinating research projects, and shared your results in poster presentations and research papers. You participated in student organizations – or perhaps even formed new student organizations – that reflect your values and your commitment to creating healthier futures for the communities you want to serve. 
And you’ve done these things, as students, at a time when the field of public health itself is confronting fundamental challenges and facing intense scrutiny. Today, public health is front and center in difficult conversations that are taking place about how our nation will respond to infectious disease outbreaks such as measles, how states like Iowa can address the rising burden of chronic diseases including cancer, and how communities everywhere can meet the rising demand for mental health resources, provide access to clean water and nutritious food, and create safe environments for all people wherever they live and work. These challenges may present themselves as different from the past and yet, articulating and advocating for public health, and the ideals at the core of our mission, has always been challenging, and frequently contentious. Efforts to reduce tobacco use, protect children from lead poisoning, increase vaccine acceptance, and improve workplace safety have always been hard battles, and progress has frequently been measured over years, if not decades. 
These challenges, whether current day or in the past, are exactly the types of challenges that public health professionals – people like you – are trained to address in communities here in Iowa and around the world. The need for your skills, your public health training is greater in this moment than ever. Your ability to analyze and interpret data, identify populations at risk,  and contribute to well-reasoned, informed decision-making. Your ability to plan thoughtful programming and implement effective community engagement strategies. Your creative problem-solving approaches and willingness to seek out interdisciplinary collaborations that others may have overlooked or given up on. 
These skills, along with our public health values, will guide you as you confront the mission of public health- to prevent disease and promote health of populations. 
Values like community – the idea that we’re all in this together, that our commonalities far outweigh our differences, that everyone’s health is improved when we work collaboratively and seek solutions that include more people, welcome new perspectives, and broaden participation. 
Values like health equity – defined by Iowa Health and Human services as the attainment of the highest possible level of health for all people. 
Doing this work will require tremendous skill and patience, goodwill and humility. It will take creativity, energy, and long-term dedication to the mission of public health. Frankly, it will take the same perseverance and resilience and innovation that you have shown during your careers as public health students. 
We know this group of graduates and we know you are up to the challenge. You have confronted and overcome major obstacles and you are equipped with the skills to lead the way forward.   
Class of 2025, Our world very much needs your skills, your ideas, your energy, and your passion. We are so proud to call you graduates of the University of Iowa College of Public Health and we can’t wait to see all that you will accomplish in the future. Congratulations and best wishes to you all! 
Student Awards
Speaker: Scot Reisinger
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Scot Reisinger
Subtitle: Director of Student Services
I have the pleasure of presenting the Milford E. Barnes Awards.
The recipients of this award were named by their department or undergraduate program as someone who is an outstanding student and who also exemplifies the mission of the department and college and contributes significantly to the department in various ways.  When I call their name, I ask that they come forward.  We do have some students who were not able to attend.
The Milford E. Barnes Award was established in 1968 to honor Milford E. Barnes, who, from 1930 to 1952, was Professor and Head of the Department of Hygiene and Preventive Medicine – a precursor to today’s College of Public Health.  We are delighted to continue the tradition of presenting this award in recognition of outstanding students from across the programs and departments of our college.
Emily Jester, Department of Epidemiology
Emily is from Keosauqua, IA, and earned her Masters of Public Health in Epidemiology.  
Emily’s leadership and impact have been invaluable and this year she was honored with the Hancher Finkbine Distinguished Student Leader, an award designated to only two graduate students each year at the University of Iowa. She has served on the Epidemiology Student Association executive board, created a monthly departmental newsletter, which has highlighted student and faculty contributions and accomplishments, and has served as a teaching assistant for Intro to Data Management. She also has prioritized expanding her public health perspective globally. In Romania, she collaborated with international public health professionals to develop violence and injury prevention initiatives. Currently, she has ongoing projects with pregnant patients seeking to reduce or cease substance use and she is conducting a program evaluation of the Iowa Child Death Review Team’s 30-year efforts to reduce preventable child deaths in Iowa. 
She'll bring these interests into her doctoral program next year in Epidemiology at University of Iowa!
Lydia Johnston, Undergraduate program
Alena is from Des Moines, IA and is earning her BS in Public Health.  
In addition to her excellent academic record, Lydia has made a significant impact on the community and the college. She has empowered communities with knowledge on cancer risks in the Environmental Health Science Research Center, has served as a patient technician navigating medical mistrust and provided long-term care to older adults facing insurance delays, and has participated in projects focusing on improving outcomes for farm workers living with dementia.  In the College she has served as a Student Ambassador talking with prospective students and their parents.
After graduation, Lydia will be attending graduate school at the University of Iowa pursuing her MPH in Polic
Ella Mucciolo, Department of Community and Behavioral Health
Ella is from Normal, IL, and has earned her MPH in Community and Behavioral Health.
Ella has demonstrated unwavering commitment to the mission of the department and college. In particular, she has been highly engaged in activities to advance a culture of community and mutual care in the department, college, and community at-large. During the last two years, she has been active in the CBH Student Association and currently serves as president. In addition, she has maintained excellent academic performance, reflected by a GPA above 3.8.
Ella will remain in Iowa City to continue her research as a full-time employee with Dr. Elizabeth O'Neal here at the College of Public Health.
Jacob Seedorff, Department of Biostatistics 
Jacob Seedorff is from Cedar Rapids, IA, and has earned a PhD in Biostatistics.  
Jacob joined the Department of Biostatistics as a U2G student, while he was completing his undergraduate degrees in Mathematics and Data Science and earned his PhD in Biostatistics a mere three years later.  Jacob’s two siblings have also earned their PhDs in Biostatistics from our department.   
For his thesis, Jacob developed a novel set of three computationally efficient recursive algorithms for performing variable selection in the framework of generalized linear modeling.  He also published an open source software package that implements these methods.  Jacob’s algorithms allow a practitioner to feasibly sift through more than one trillion models to determine which model is optimal based on a prespecified scoring criterion.  Because the fitting of generalized linear models is computationally intensive, previous methods limited the size of the candidate collection of models to around ten thousand.  Thus, Jacob’s thesis represents a major methodological breakthrough in statistical modeling.   
After graduation in December of 2024, Jacob accepted a position as a Senior Scientist at Merck Pharmaceuticals.
Khyathi Gadag, Department of Health Management and Policy
Gadag is from Hyderabad, India and has earned a PhD in Health Services and Policy.
Khyathi has contributed to the Department in many ways. A short list includes: supporting the research and efforts of the RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis, Rural Health Value, and the Rural Telehealth Research Center.  She has been engaged in multiple important leadership roles, including serving president of the University’s Graduate and Professional Student Government,  founding “Here to Help” a student organization focused on student mental health within the College, and being engaged in the International Student Advisory Board among several other boards and committees at the College and University level. She has received the best student paper award from the Mental Health section of the American Public Health Association and best poster for the “Mental Health and Substance Use” theme at AcademyHealth. She received the University’s Mental Health Champion Award in 2024 and the 2025 Hancher-Finkbine Medallion for Graduate and Professional Students. 
After graduation Kyathi has accepted a position as an Assistant Professor in the College of Health Sciences and Professions at Ohio University. 
Caryn Yip, Department of Occupational and Environmental Health
Caryn is from Los Angeles, CA, and has earned her PhD in Occupational and Environmental Health.  
Caryn has performed outstanding research investigating the impact of climate exacerbated events such as hurricanes and wildfires on the respiratory, cardiovascular and mental health of U.S. veterans. This groundbreaking work was funded in part, by an EHSRC pilot grant she authored. Caryn has demonstrated exemplary service to OEH — she was an outstanding TA for CPH:2200 Climageddon in both 2019 and 2020 and served as the student representative on the OEH DEO search committee. Caryn was selected as a “Dare to Discover” ambassador for her research excellence and her photo banner was proudly displayed in front of Iowa City’s City Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk166062360]After graduation, Caryn will spend some quality time with her family in Los Angeles while continuing environmental health research among U.S. Veterans.
[Scot returns to his seat. Edith returns to the Stage Right podium.]
Address by a Graduating Student
Speaker: Edith Parker
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Edith Parker
Subtitle: Dean, College of Public Health
I am very pleased to now introduce Max Hansen who will address her fellow graduates. Max completed the requirements for a bachelor’s degree in public health while also pursuing an MS degree in Epidemiology as a U2G student. A native of Maple Park, IL, Max has been an active member in several collegiate organizations including the Undergraduate Public Health Organization, the Epidemiology Student Association, and the College of Public Health Graduate Student Association.  Max, welcome.
[Max comes to the podium. Edith returns to her seat on stage.]
Speaker: Max Hansen
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Max Hansen
Subtitle: Class of 2025
Esteemed faculty, parents, and the 2025 University of Iowa College of Public Health graduating cohort,
it is an honor to have a portion of tonight’s ceremony dedicated to letting me speak—
to celebrate how far we’ve come, and to look ahead with the same hope and determination that brought us here. [beat]
My name is Max Hansen, and I’ve had the privilege of learning from and alongside so many of you here today. [beat]
What’s stood out most during our time in the College of Public Health—
beyond the lectures, late nights, and group projects—
is something that exists far beyond the classroom: community. [pause]
That word might mean different things to each of us, in ways both big and small.
Here, community has meant showing up—for each other, and for what matters. [beat]
When people faced challenges, they didn’t just get encouragement—
they got real support.
If someone was facing more challenges than others, whether in or out of class,
they weren’t left to figure it out alone.
Faculty and students stepped up, understanding that fairness sometimes means offering more support to those who need it most. [beat]
It wasn’t about treating everyone the same—
it was about making sure everyone had the help they needed to succeed. [beat]
Equity is the spine of this community we’ve built together. [pause]
It’s shown up in small moments—
a student sharing notes without being asked,
a professor checking in after a tough week,
a classmate saying, “No, that’s due today.” [laughter]
And it’s been there in the big ways too—
when we’ve rallied around one another, stood up for what matters,
and brought each other along, every step of the way. [beat]
This kind of care doesn’t just happen.
It takes intention. It takes heart. [beat]
And that’s exactly what this, and many cohorts before it, have shown, time and time again. [pause]
Care. Intention. Heart.
Values that, for many of us, started long before college—
with the family and guardians who encouraged and supported us.
That’s what carried us through. [beat]
And let’s be real—it also took a lot of caffeine. [laughter]
Not the “cute latte” kind...
I’m talking “3 a.m., deadline in six hours, questioning my life choices” kind. [laughter]
But even in those moments, we kept showing up. [beat]
Because public health isn’t just about what we know.
It’s about what we do with it. [pause]
The work ahead won’t always be easy.
But we’ve already shown that we don’t shy away from what needs to be done.
We show up with care.
We speak up with thought.
We step in with purpose. [beat]
And from here on out, we carry that responsibility with us—
not as a burden,
but as a choice we are proud to make. [beat]
So let’s go forward with that same courage,
that same care,
and that same relentless belief
that a better world is not only possible—
it’s ours to build. [pause]
Congratulations, Class of 2025.
Go Hawks!  [applause]
[Max returns to his seat. Edith returns to the podium.]
Address by a Graduate Student Speaker
Speaker: Edith Parker
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Edith Parker
Subtitle: Dean, College of Public Health
I am very pleased to now introduce Max Hansen who will address her fellow graduates. Max completed the requirements for a bachelor’s degree in public health while also pursuing an MS degree in Epidemiology as a U2G student. A native of Maple Park, IL, Max has been an active member in several collegiate organizations including the Undergraduate Public Health Organization, the Epidemiology Student Association, and the College of Public Health Graduate Student Association.  Max, welcome.
[Parker comes to the podium. Edith returns to her seat on stage.]
Speaker: Parker Harlow
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Parker Harlow
Subtitle: Class of 2025
[bookmark: _Int_exWEXOzP][bookmark: _Int_e5QZkcSJ]Hello everyone, thank you for being with us all to celebrate the graduates! Our journey to this achievement would not be possible without all your support and encouragement. I told myself I had to briefly take this opportunity to thank my own family. My grandparents and my siblings, but especially my parents. Without my mom and dad, I would not be half the person I am today. 
[bookmark: _Int_Fk2jZtQo]For all of us, I think we are molded by the people who surround us. In addition to the people I grew up learning from, I’ve had amazing mentors at the college of public health. My advisor, my professors, and also my classmates have all shown me how to embrace my strengths, how to jump over barriers, and inspired me with their passion for public health. I think this is true for everyone in the college of public health community. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZvWqlDuw]Two summers ago, I was volunteering at an event for high school students interested in STEM with the Public Health Ambassador Group. During the Q&A portion one of the high school students asked “What has been your favorite memory about Iowa?”. As we went around and shared our thoughts, some of the answers were: 
the impact my public health professors have had on me
the friendships formed in my classes through late night studying and bonding over what seemed like impossibly daunting assignments at the time
and how navigating through public health classes helped me to understand what my passion was and what I wanted to do with my life
[bookmark: _Int_M4FtIIE8][bookmark: _Int_lekrGI13][bookmark: _Int_GBkCOMG0] Afterwards, Lexie and Scot, two of our amazing student services staff, noted that all of our answers were very focused on the college of public health experience. All of us highly valued the college and the impact it had on every aspect of our life. While we are small, the community that is built here is unmatched across Iowa. From the encouragement and guidance from our professors, to the lasting friendships, this college has shaped all of our lives in tremendous ways, far beyond just the degree that we earned. 
We all must hold onto the community that the College of Public Health has created for us as we move forward into our professional lives. We are all likely to face challenges in this field that have yet to be seen by any graduating class before us. The future of public health is filled with uncertainty; holding onto the friends and mentors we made here will be essential. It will help us stay encouraged and propel us to pursue necessary long-term change in the field. Moving forward together, grounded in our shared passion for public health, will mean more than we can imagine.  
[bookmark: _Int_UfP8BRba][bookmark: _Int_daOPygFL][bookmark: _Int_O6GJHKyB]Today is a day to be proud of our accomplishments and to sit in the sometimes overwhelming anticipation of the paths on which we are headed. Our unique perspectives and talents will pave a different path for each of us, but we will always have this time at Iowa together to look back on. Even through our upcoming challenges, be excited to move forward and embrace a new part of your life. We can always remember the times here at Iowa: storming the field after Iowa Football beat Penn State, dollar slices at Airliner, and watching Caitlin Clark and the women's basketball team redefine the game. But take this new beginning as a chance to say yes to opportunities you would have never seen for yourself. You never know where that new chance might take you. This is the time for all of us to learn, grow, make mistakes, and make them over and over again. Trust in knowing you'll always have this college and the people who shape it to lean on when you need it.  
Thank you and as always, Go Hawks. 
[Parker returns to her seat. Edith returns to the podium.]
Conferral of Degrees
[bookmark: _Hlk194360620]Speaker: Edith Parker
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Edith Parker
Subtitle: Dean, College of Public Health
Thank you very much, Parker. Your remarks summed up the sentiments and values we share and the hope we carry forward. Thank you for sharing these inspiring thoughts with us today.  
Now, for the main event. 
The College of Public Health is approved to offer the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Science majors in Public Health. We are pleased to have University of Iowa Executive Vice President and Provost Kevin Kregel with us for the conferring of these degrees. Please join me in welcoming Provost Kregel to the podium.
[Provost Kriegel walks to the Stage Left podium from his seat.]
Will the candidates for the degrees, Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science, please rise? 
[Graduating students stand at their seats.]
Provost Kregel, these candidates, having completed all the requirements for the degree Bachelor of Arts, are recommended to you by the faculty of the College of Public Health for the conferring of this degree.
Speaker: Provost Kregel
[Stage Left Podium]
Primary Title: Kevin Kregel
Subtitle: Executive Vice President and Provost, University of Iowa 
On recommendation of the faculty of the College of Public Health, and the authority vested in me by the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, I confer on each of you the degree Bachelor of Arts as qualified and designated. Congratulations!
[Applause.]
Speaker: Edith Parker
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Edith Parker
Subtitle: Dean, College of Public Health
The turning of the tassel is the tradition of gesture by which each student signifies passage from degree candidate to graduate. Now, before we recognize each of you individually, please mark your new status as graduates of the University of Iowa, and College of Public Health, by moving the tassel of your cap from RIGHT to LEFT.
(Pause while students move their tassels. Applause may take place.)
Thank you, graduates. Please be seated. I now ask Undergraduate Program Director Brandi Janssen and Associate Dean Margaret Chorazy to come forward to present the graduates. Dr. Janssen will first present the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science graduates, followed by Professor Chorazy’s presentation of graduate students from the College of Public Health. Graduate degrees were conferred yesterday at the Graduate College Commencement.  
[Brandi comes to the podium. Edith and Kevin move to the middle of the stage, where they will shake hands with each Undergrad graduate.  For graduate students she will be joined by the DEO of appropriate Department.]
Presentation of the Graduates
Speaker: Brandi Janssen
[Stage Left Podium]
Primary Title: Brandi Janssen
Subtitle: Clinical Professor, Director of CPH Undergraduate Programs
Will the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science graduates please come forward to receive formal recognition?   
[Brandi reads individual undergraduates’ names while graduates cross the stage and shake hands with Edith and Kevin. After reading the last student name, Brandi concludes by saying …]
Let’s give our graduating bachelor degree students another round of applause. 
[Brandi and Kevin returns to their seat and Maggie comes to the podium] 
Speaker: Maggie Chorazy
[Stage Left Podium]
Primary Title: Maggie Chorazy
Subtitle: Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Clinical Associate Professor
Will the Masters and PhD students please come forward to receive formal recognition?  
[Maggie reads individual graduate students’ names while graduates cross the stage to shake hands with Dean Parker and DEO of each department. After reading the last student name, Maggie concludes by saying …]  
Let’s give our graduating Masters and PhD students another round of applause.  
[Maggie returns to their seats on stage. Edith returns to the podium.] 

Closing Remarks
Speaker: Edith Parker
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Edith Parker
Subtitle: Dean, College of Public Health
[bookmark: _Hlk194360647]In closing, let me say to all our graduates, while you have now completed your degree programs and are preparing to move forward in new and exciting directions, you will always be part of our College of Public Health family. You are alumni now. As you go on to your next chapter, wherever that may take you, please keep in touch with us. Come back and visit and let us know how things are going. We’re excited to learn about and help celebrate all you will accomplish. 
Finally, you know that the mission of public health has never been more critical than it is in this moment. The public health skills you learned in your coursework, experiential programs, and research experiences, and the values you live out every day are the key to meeting the current public health challenges, preventing future crises, and ensuring a healthier future for everyone.
On behalf of the College of Public Health, I congratulate you, graduates of the Class of 2025. Your future -- our future -- is very bright and all of us at the University of Iowa wish you the very best.
Recessional
[As recessional music begins, Platform Party exits Stage Left then through Door 4, followed by the graduates.]

The University of Iowa prohibits discrimination in employment, educational programs, and activities on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, disability, genetic information, yle atus as a U.S. veteran, service in the U.S. military, sexual orientation, gender identity, associational preferences, or any other classification that deprives the person of consideration as an individual. The university also affirms its commitment to providing equal opportunities and equal access to university facilities. For additional information on nondiscrimination policies, contact the Director, Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity, the University of Iowa, 202 Jessup Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242-1316, 319-335-0705 (voice), 319-335-0697 (TDD), diversity@uiowa.edu.
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