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Pre-Ceremony Information
Use this section to list any pre-ceremony information, such as line-up order of platform officials.
Stage Right: President Wilson, Roland Racevskis, Edith Parker, Suresh Raghavan, Julie Zerwic, Clark Stanford
Stage Left: Amanda Thein, Nick Street, Pam Wesely, Dan Tranel, David Roman, Ana Rodriguez-Rodriguez, Russ Ganim
[bookmark: _Hlk194350723]‘Celebrating Iowa’ Video
[Pre-show announcement is played, followed by the ‘Celebrating Iowa’ video.]
[While the video plays, Shelly Campo walks to the center-stage podium.]
[bookmark: _Hlk194350985]Procession
Speaker: Shelly Campo
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Shelly Campo
Subtitle: Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs
Ladies and gentlemen, will you please rise for the academic procession.
[The faculty procession begins when the quintet starts to play. PRESIDENT WILSON and DEAN THEIN enter from the north tunnel and lead the faculty procession to the graduate seating area. The procession enters at the center cross aisle, turns toward the stage, and advances through the center aisle. Upon reaching the stage, the platform party divides; those on the left use Stage Right stairs, those on the right use Stage Left stairs.] 
The candidates for masters degrees from the Graduate College have gathered to celebrate commencement. These proceedings are hereby called to order. I now welcome Dean Amanda Thein of the Graduate College to the podium to begin our ceremony. Please be seated.
[SHELLY returns to seat on the platform. DEAN THEIN heads to the podium for welcome. Platform officials should rise briefly when introduced.]
Welcome
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
Good evening and welcome! My name is Amanda Thein and I am Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College. 
On behalf of my colleagues, I am delighted to greet all of you who have gathered here today to celebrate this important occasion.
Graduates, I know it’s been a long road. You have persisted through the highs and lows that come with earning a master’s degree. This is a truly phenomenal accomplishment that should make you very proud.
I am so excited to be able to participate in this ceremony with you this evening—one that marks a very special and significant moment in your lives.
I know I speak on behalf of so many of my colleagues at the University of Iowa when I say that we can’t wait to see what you will do next. We know you’ll take all you’ve learned at Iowa with you as you go out into the world and do great things. You are our best and brightest.
We are counting on you because the future of our country, and the international community – to which many of you belong – depends to a large extent, on your knowledge and expertise to help solve local and global problems today and into the future.
We depend on you because we know the critical role you will play in advancing future knowledge, innovation, economic development, arts, health care, and education – to name just a few of the areas where you have expertise. And – perhaps most importantly – we are relying on you to be leaders in the kind of critical thinking that fosters complex problem solving and a path toward global understanding.
The accomplishments of your graduate careers that have come to fruition today have prepared you to move forward to face the opportunities and challenges the future holds with new-found confidence and perseverance.
Friends and family, I am happy you are here, as well. You have encouraged and supported these graduates through the exciting, but often stressful process of earning a master’s degree. Your devotion to them is so important, and we are pleased that you’re able to help us celebrate.
Before we begin the formal ceremony, I’d like to pause to recognize a few individuals sharing in this experience today.
Ahead of this ceremony, we have enjoyed music from the Iowa Brass Quintet. Members of the Quintet are:
Dr. Jonathan Allen
Prof. John Manning
Keelie Kruse (like cruise)
Evan Fowler
and Ryan Banks
Thank you for sharing your talents with us today.
Hands Up Communication will serve as the American Sign Language interpreters for our ceremony. They will be interpreting most portions of the event, but because of the number of graduates, they will not sign the graduates’ names.
I would also like to introduce you to my colleagues on the stage who are here to help us celebrate. I would request that each of you stand when introduced.
[DEAN THEIN pauses between names as each person rises briefly.] 
First, I am thrilled to have President Barbara Wilson on hand to assist me in the conferral of the degrees.
In addition, I would like to recognize collegiate leadership on stage:
Dan Tranel, Associate Dean, Carver College of Medicine 
Clark Stanford, Dean, College of Dentistry 
Pam Wesely, Associate Dean, College of Education 
Suresh Raghavan, Associate Dean, College of Engineering 
Roland Racevskis, Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Julie Zerwic, Dean, College of Nursing 
David Roman, Associate Dean, College of Pharmacy 
Edith Parker, Dean, College of Public Health 
Shelly Campo, Associate Dean, Graduate College 
Ana Rodríguez-Rodríguez, Associate Dean, Graduate College 
Nick Street, Associate Dean, Tippie College of Business
and Russ Ganim, Associate Provost & Dean, International Programs
Finally, we are also pleased to have several individuals acting as marshals for today’s ceremony:
Florence Boos, Professor of English, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
Lindell Joseph, Professor of Nursing, Director, DNP & MSN Health Systems: Administration/Executive Leadership programs, are serving as our faculty marshals.
Finally, if I could ask all of the graduate faculty members seated amongst the students to please rise, we would like to recognize you for your dedication to our students and for your participation today. Thank you.”
Acknowledging the Graduates
The candidates for doctoral degrees will now be recognized and inducted into the academy of learned people who have demonstrated the highest level of achievement, independent scholarship, and creativity in their chosen discipline. 
As students are introduced, faculty members will perform a hooding ceremony. Where possible, the dissertation advisor or collegiate representative will assist in performing this rite of passage. 
A hood will be added to the gown each candidate is wearing—this completes their academic costume. The University of Iowa hoods are black and gold, trimmed in colors representing the degrees conferred: Rhodes blue for the Doctor of Audiology, light blue for the Doctor of Education, pink for the Doctor of Musical Arts, apricot for the Doctor of Nursing Practice, dark blue for the Doctor of Philosophy, and teal for the Doctor of Physical Therapy. 
We now come to the most important part of the program—the moment when we recognize each degree recipient. As I mentioned earlier, I am joined today by President Wilson who will assist in the conferral of degrees. 
As we move through the ceremony, in order that each graduate’s name may be clearly heard, please hold your applause until all the doctoral graduates have been introduced. Then, we will give everyone a full round of applause. 
After the ceremony concludes, we would also appreciate it if everyone would remain in their seats until the end of the recessional. 
Graduates, President Wilson and I are happy to shake hands with those who are comfortable. We also welcome an elbow bump, a thumbs up, or just a nod and offered congratulations. We will follow your lead with whatever seems right for you. 
I now invite President Wilson to come forward. 
[President Wilson moves to the Stage Right podium.]
Conferral of Degrees
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
President Wilson, these candidates have completed all of the requirements for the degrees: Doctor of Audiology; Doctor of Education; Doctor of Musical Arts; Doctor of Nursing Practice; Doctor of Philosophy; and Doctor of Physical Therapy. 
Speaker: President Wilson
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Barbara J. Wilson
Subtitle: President, University of Iowa
On recommendation of the Faculty of the Graduate College and by the authority vested in me by the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, I confer on each of you the degree Doctor of Audiology; Doctor of Education; Doctor of Musical Arts; Doctor of Nursing Practice; Doctor of Philosophy; and Doctor of Physical Therapy as qualified and designated
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
Thank you, President Wilson. Would the doctoral degree recipients please come forward to be recognized?
Presentation of Graduates
[Marshals release graduates, row by row to Stage Left stairs.]
[Stage Direction] NAME far stage left name reading mic.
[NAME reads the first name; degree candidate walks on stage from Stage Left to mark on stage and is hooded. The graduate exits Stage Right.]
After the final name, DEAN THEIN goes to center-lectern. All others return to seats.
Address by a Graduating Student
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
Congratulations, everyone! It is now my pleasure to ask one of our newly minted doctors, Hailey Kingsbury (KINGS-burr-ee) who just received a Doctor of Audiology, to give the graduate address. 
Following Hailey’s address, President Wilson will give a send-off to conclude the ceremony. After President Wilson’s closing remarks, we would appreciate it if everyone would remain in their seats until the end of the recessional. Again, my sincere congratulations to you, Hailey, and all of your fellow graduates!”
[DEAN THEIN returns to her seat. HAILEY walks up to the center-stage lectern and addresses the audience.] 
Speaker: Hailey Kingsbury
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Hailey Kingsbury
Subtitle: Class of 2025, Doctor of Audiology
As I look around Carver-Hawkeye Arena today, I’m filled with one word: hope. It’s not just the graduates who embody it, but the proud families, cheering friends, and supportive mentors who have stood beside us every step of the way.  
For me, this arena has come to symbolize that feeling of hope. During my third year, I came to every home game to support the Iowa Women’s Basketball team. Their resilience—through every win, loss, and comeback—ignited something in all of us. The belief that even when we stumble, we rise. That community lifts us, and that perseverance can carry us farther than we ever imagined.  
Our time at the University of Iowa has taught us through the process to challenge status quo, respect and honor diverse voices, and to think critically and compassionately. With every challenge and every triumph, we grew—not just in knowledge, but in courage.  
The support and mentorship I received here pushed me to pursue opportunities I never imagined for myself, from serving in national leadership to completing my fellowship at Mayo Clinic Arizona. Others had faith and confidence in me beyond what I saw for myself. Even when our hope wavers, look to your friends, family, faith, and mentors who helped you reach this moment.  
We can reflect on the memories we created in Iowa City through sports, arts, and relationships we made. Some of my most meaningful memories came through service: supporting Kids’ Captains at Wendell Johnson’s Listen and Speak Up pre-school, being inspired by participants in the Iowa Summer Writer’s Workshop, and working alongside brilliant minds as a research assistant in the Communication Sciences and Disorders department.  
For my family, Iowa is more than a place—it’s a legacy of hope, growth, and inspiration. My grandfather, who is here today, played on Iowa’s 1952-55 Football team. He met my grandmother here at Iowa who was a speech pathologist also serving clients at Wendell Johnson. My uncle attended Iowa. My two sisters and I found our calling here in Iowa’s Doctor of Audiology program. Iowa has shaped us, and I know it has shaped all of you.  
And while the world right now may feel uncertain, the hope we carry forward matters more than ever. As we leave here today, our degrees in hand, we take with us not only knowledge—but the responsibility to use it with empathy, courage, and love. In the words of Martin Luther King, Jr.: "Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” Go be a light in your community. Be a source of hope. Thank you and Go Hawks!
[KINGSBURY returns to her seat. Barbara Wilson takes the Center Podium.]
Closing Remarks
Speaker: President Wilson
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Barbara J. Wilson
Subtitle: President, University of Iowa
“I am honored to have been part of such an important milestone today. 
I offer my heartiest congratulations to all the graduates at this very special moment in your lives. 
A graduate education is always a team effort, so we also thank your families, friends, teachers, and mentors for giving you such incredible support over the years. 
So right now, graduates, I want you to stand, find those in the audience who have supported you, and join me in a round of applause for everyone here who has been behind you in your educational journey. 
[PRESIDENT WILSON leads applause.] 
As you, our doctoral graduates, move on to new pursuits, we thank you for working so diligently on your professional education and for choosing the University of Iowa for your training.   
You have contributed significantly to our educational and scholarly excellence here, as engaged seminar participants and as collaborators on research projects. 
Many of you also have taught classes here, sharpening your teaching skills and contributing to our students’ education with fresh perspectives and the latest knowledge. 
And you have contributed greatly to our local communities as well as to our state and beyond, in generous public service and engagement, and in sharing your knowledge and creativity with others. 
As new doctoral graduates, you are at the forefront of change. 
That change is only going to accelerate, both in your professional areas and in society at large. 
I know that the intellectual growth and professional skills you have developed here at Iowa will help you adapt to—and indeed lead—that change. 
I look forward to seeing how you will contribute to a better future for all of us. 
Even though we are saying farewell, you of course will always be part of us. 
Your work here will always remain a part of our foundation of excellence. 
And your work in the future will reflect positively on your University of Iowa education. 
Now, as you go forward, I hope that you will promise to do three things:   
First, wear your black and gold Hawkeye colors whenever you can. 
Second, use the skills of listening and communication that you have acquired here at Iowa to help make the world a better place. 
And third, continue to support and advocate for the UI. 
Once again, congratulations, good luck, and best wishes for great success in the wonderful years ahead of you. We are very, very proud of you.” 
[President Wilson returns to her seat.]
Recessional
Speaker: Shelly Campo
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Shelly Campo
Subtitle: Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs
Ladies and gentlemen, be seated for the academic recession.
[The faculty recession begins when the quintet starts to play. The platform party exits Stage Right.  After the party has left, Shelly continues.]
Congratulations.  Will the degree recipients please join your friends and family on the concourse.  These proceedings are now adjourned.
[Shelly Campo exits]
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