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Pre-Ceremony Information
Use this section to list any pre-ceremony information, such as line-up order of platform officials.
Stage Right: President Wilson, Sara Sanders, Julie Zerwic, Maggie Chorazy, Barry Thomas, Jen Teitle
Stage Left: Amanda Thein, Ana Rodriguez-Rodriguez, Pam Wesely, Suresh Raghavan, Shelly Campo, Kristy Nabhan-Warren, Nick Benson
[bookmark: _Hlk194350723]‘Celebrating Iowa’ Video
[Pre-show announcement is played, followed by the ‘Celebrating Iowa’ video.]
[While the video plays, Shelly Campo walks to the center-stage podium.]
[bookmark: _Hlk194350985]Procession
Speaker: Shelly Campo
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Shelly Campo
Subtitle: Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs
Ladies and gentlemen, will you please rise for the academic procession.
[The faculty procession begins when the quintet starts to play. PRESIDENT WILSON and DEAN THEIN enter from the north tunnel and lead the faculty procession to the graduate seating area. The procession enters at the center cross aisle, turns toward the stage, and advances through the center aisle. Upon reaching the stage, the platform party divides; those on the left use Stage Right stairs, those on the right use Stage Left stairs.] 
The candidates for masters degrees from the Graduate College have gathered to celebrate commencement. These proceedings are hereby called to order. I now welcome Dean Amanda Thein of the Graduate College to the podium to begin our ceremony. Please be seated.
[SHELLY returns to seat on the platform. DEAN THEIN heads to the podium for welcome. Platform officials should rise briefly when introduced.]
Welcome
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
Good evening and welcome! My name is Amanda Thein and I am Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College. 
On behalf of my colleagues, I am delighted to greet all of you who have gathered here today to celebrate this important occasion.
Graduates, I know it’s been a long road. You have persisted through the highs and lows that come with earning a master’s degree. This is a truly phenomenal accomplishment that should make you very proud.
I am so excited to be able to participate in this ceremony with you this evening—one that marks a very special and significant moment in your lives.
I know I speak on behalf of so many of my colleagues at the University of Iowa when I say that we can’t wait to see what you will do next. We know you’ll take all you’ve learned at Iowa with you as you go out into the world and do great things. You are our best and brightest.
We are counting on you because the future of our country, and the international community – to which many of you belong – depends to a large extent, on your knowledge and expertise to help solve local and global problems today and into the future.
We depend on you because we know the critical role you will play in advancing future knowledge, innovation, economic development, arts, health care, and education – to name just a few of the areas where you have expertise. And – perhaps most importantly – we are relying on you to be leaders in the kind of critical thinking that fosters complex problem solving and a path toward global understanding.
The accomplishments of your graduate careers that have come to fruition today have prepared you to move forward to face the opportunities and challenges the future holds with new-found confidence and perseverance.
Friends and family, I am happy you are here, as well. You have encouraged and supported these graduates through the exciting, but often stressful process of earning a master’s degree. Your devotion to them is so important, and we are pleased that you’re able to help us celebrate.
Before we begin the formal ceremony, I’d like to pause to recognize a few individuals sharing in this experience today.
Ahead of this ceremony, we have enjoyed music from the Iowa Brass Quintet. Members of the Quintet are:
Dr. Jonathan Allen
Prof. John Manning
Keelie Kruse (like cruise)
Evan Fowler
and Ryan Banks
Thank you for sharing your talents with us today.
Hands Up Communication will serve as the American Sign Language interpreters for our ceremony. They will be interpreting most portions of the event, but because of the number of graduates, they will not sign the graduates’ names.
I would also like to introduce you to my colleagues on the stage who are here to help us celebrate. I would request that each of you stand when introduced.
[DEAN THEIN pauses between names as each person rises briefly.] 
First, I am thrilled to have President Barbara Wilson on hand to assist me in the conferral of the degrees.
In addition, I would like to recognize collegiate leadership on stage:
Jen Teitle, Assistant Dean, Graduate College
Kristy Nabhan-Warren, Associate Vice President for Research
Pam Wesely, Associate Dean, College of Education
Suresh Raghavan, Associate Dean, College of Engineering
Sara Sanders, Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Julie Zerwic, Dean, College of Nursing
Maggie Chorazy, Associate Dean, College of Public Health
Shelly Campo, Associate Dean, Graduate College
Ana Rodríguez-Rodríguez, Associate Dean, Graduate College
and Barry Thomas, Senior Associate Dean, Tippie College of Business
Finally, we are also pleased to have several individuals acting as marshals for today’s ceremony:
Heidi Arbisi-Kelm, Assistant Dean, Graduate College
Packy Moran, Assistant Professor of Sport and Recreation Management & DGS
It is now my pleasure to ask alumna, Mr. Nick Benson, to say a few words. Mr. Benson earned both his master’s degree in urban planning and Juris Doctorate from the University of Iowa, and is a licensed attorney in Iowa. He now serves as an Executive Director of Engagement in the Office of Community Engagement. After we hear from Mr. Benson, we will confer degrees. Welcome, Mr. Benson!”
[Dean Thein takes her seat on stage.  Nick Benson moves to the Center Podium.]
Alumni Speaker
Speaker: Nick Benson
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Nick Benson
Subtitle: Urban and Regional Planning, MS ‘12
Good evening graduates, families, faculty and friends. It is my honor to stand before you today. Today is a day of celebration and culmination of many late nights, early mornings, challenges, achievements and triumphs. I remember sitting exactly where you are, not that long ago (although longer ago than I like to admit). Perhaps like all of you, I was feeling a range of emotions, including a sense of pride, satisfaction, accomplishment and maybe also some nerves about what would come next. I also remember asking myself two questions that you may be asking yourself right now. First, I wondered what the next chapter of my life had in store for me. Second, I asked myself whether I was ready. 
Now, I didn’t have a magic crystal ball to look into my future all those years ago, and I can’t predict your future now. However, I can tell you that some of the best things that have occurred in my life and over the past 15 years of my career have been those that I never would have expected or predicted. I still remember the day: I was working at the City of Iowa City as a Community Development Coordinator, and out of the blue, my former department chair in the School of Planning and Public Affairs called me to ask if I would consider coming to work for the University of Iowa in community engagement. This call was completely unexpected, but I knew deep down it was an opportunity I could not pass up. This call not only provided me with an incredible job opportunity, but it also transformed my career and led me to the position I have today as the executive director of community engagement at the University of Iowa. 
Your future is not a preset path, but rather an open canvas that you and the people around you will help create and fill in. Part of what makes the unexpected occur is the networks that you’ve built, including the faculty, mentors, colleagues and other partnerships you’ve developed during your time at the University of Iowa. Remember these connections and lean on them as you move into the next phase of your life. 
As for the second question about being ready for what’s next, I say this. All of you are accomplished academics and professionals in your own right; otherwise, you would not be sitting here as proud graduates of the University of Iowa. But you are ready for your future not just because of the skills you learned in the lab or the classroom. Sure, your academic and technical skills matter. They’ll get you jobs, open doors and launch ideas. But equally important are the things that haven’t come with a grade. The conversations you had with colleagues who had different perspectives than you but helped you better understand an issue. The volunteer shifts working with community partners that opened your eyes to new organizations and new approaches to tackling some of the thorniest challenges facing our world today. The art exhibits, the shared meals, the lectures, the late-night conversations, these have all shaped you and taught you to listen, to have empathy, resilience and curiosity. These are not just bonus skills, but essential skills in today’s world. You are ready for what’s next, and all of us at the University of Iowa are cheering you on. 
Congratulations, graduates!
[Nick Benson takes his seat on stage.  Dean Thein moves to the Center Podium.]
Conferral of Degrees
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
Thank you, Mr. Benson!
We now come to the most important part of the program—the moment when we recognize each degree recipient. As I mentioned earlier, I am joined today by President Wilson who will assist in the conferral of degrees. 
As we move through the ceremony, in order that each graduate’s name may be clearly heard, please hold your applause until all the master’s graduates have been introduced. Then, we will give everyone a full round of applause.
Graduates, President Wilson and I are happy to shake hands with those who are comfortable. We also welcome an elbow bump, a thumbs up, or just a nod and offered congratulations. We will follow your lead with whatever seems right for you.
I now invite President Wilson to come forward.
[PRESIDENT WILSON enters from stage right and approaches the Stage Right lectern.]  
President Wilson, these candidates have completed all of the requirements for the degrees: Master of Arts, Master of Accountancy, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master of Computer Science, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Administration, Master of Public Affairs, Master of Public Health, Master of Science, Master of Science in Nursing, Master of Social Work, and Specialist in Education.”
Speaker: President Wilson
[Stage Right Podium]
Primary Title: Barbara J. Wilson
Subtitle: President, University of Iowa
On recommendation of the Faculty of the Graduate College and by the authority vested in me by the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, I confer on each of you the degree of Master of Arts, Master of Accountancy, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master of Computer Science, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Administration, Master of Public Affairs, Master of Public Health, Master of Science, Master of Science in Nursing, Master of Social Work, and Specialist in Education qualified and designated.
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
Thank you, President Wilson. Would the masters degree recipients please come forward to be recognized?
[Kevin returns to his seat. Nick Pothitakis moves to the Stage Right podium.]
Presentation of Graduates
[Marshals release graduates, row by row, to cross the stage.]
[Stage Direction] NAME HERE far stage right name reading mic.
[Stage Direction] NAME HERE far stage left name reading mic.
[Stage Direction] THEIN stage left mark.
[Stage Direction] WILSON stage right mark.
[NAME reads the first name; student crosses the stage to shake hands with President Wilson, then goes down the stairs in the center. NAME reads the second name; that student crosses the stage to shake hands with Dean Thein, then goes down the stairs in the center. Readers continue alternating names until all students have been recognized.]
After the final name, DEAN THEIN goes to center-lectern. All others return to seats. 
Address by a Graduating Student
Speaker: Amanda Thein
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Amanda Thein
Subtitle: Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Education and Dean of the Graduate College
I am now pleased to recognize tonight’s student speaker, Mofiyinfoluwa Okupe (Mo-fee-yin-fo-LU-Wa Oh-Ku-Peh). Mofiyinfoluwa just received a Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing. After Mofiyinfoluwa speaks, President Wilson will provide a send-off. After President Wilson’s closing remarks, we would appreciate it if everyone would remain in their seats until the end of the recessional. Again, my sincere congratulations to you, Mofiyinfoluwa, and all of your fellow graduates! 
[DEAN THEIN returns to her seat. MOFIYINFOLUWA walks up to the Center Podium and addresses the audience.]
Speaker: Mofiyinfoluwa Okupe
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Mofiyinfoluwa Okupe
Subtitle: Class of 2025, Master of Fine Arts, Creative Writing
When I arrived in Iowa City in the summer of 2022 I only wanted one thing. To become a writer. A real writer validated by the prestige of the number one university for writing in the US. Iowa was the destination, the pinnacle of promise. But there is a wilderness before every promised land, a season of transformation that prepares your feet to step into the land flowing with milk and honey. It is in the wilderness that your vision becomes crystal clear, falsities falling away in solitude’s cold embrace. The genre I write in, creative nonfiction, is one that demands a rigorous and unrelenting confrontation with the self. Not the self that you portray to your parents, or to your Instagram feed. The one that stares back at you in the mirror a few minutes before midnight in a cocoon of silence so deep, there is no room for deceit. This is the gift that Iowa has given me. Being here, climbing the stairs of the English Philosophy Building, staring at the bison in Macbride Hall, dancing downtown at the first African Festival of Arts and Culture, I have become deeply intimated with the truth of myself. 
This truth has been nurtured by faculty who pour out so much of themselves for my growth and development. By the delightful comrades I have garnered here – the most brilliant writers, poets, and thinkers committed to beautifying the world with their minds. The distance from home has sharpened my fidelity to community, to my people, to the source that my work flows from. The wilderness has taught me that I am not where the story ends; that to do any work well is to do it in service of others, of those who need to find their own true selves, and create, move, live from a place of that knowledge. 
In the last line of the personal statement I applied here with, I wrote; 
‘If my work is the seed, Iowa is fertile soil and I am ready to bloom.’
Aside from the never ending cornfields, Iowa has indeed been a place of my blooming. Just not in the loud, self-gratifying ways that I anticipated. It has been quieter. Deeper. Fruitful. So as we all celebrate the completion of our time here, I want to remind us that plants rarely bloom for their own sake. It is not the tree that bears the fruit that eats it. Our gifts, our talents, our very essence – all molded and enhanced by our time here – are not for us alone. They are for our communities, for the vulnerable and marginalized, for those who are afraid to face themselves. We become so that others may become too.
Congratulations to the 2025 Graduating Masters. May we all continue to bloom, and may the harvest be plenty.
[MOFIYINFOLUWA returns to her seat. Barbara Wilson takes the Center Podium.]
Closing Remarks
Speaker: President Wilson
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Barbara J. Wilson
Subtitle: President, University of Iowa
I am honored to have been part of such an important milestone this evening. I offer my heartiest congratulations to all the graduates at this very special moment in your lives. A graduate education is always a team effort, so we also thank your families, friends, teachers, and mentors for giving you such incredible support over the years.
So right now, graduates, I want you to stand, find those in the audience who have supported you, and join me in a round of applause for everyone here who has been behind you in your educational journey. 
[PRESIDENT WILSON leads applause.] 
As you, our master’s degree graduates, move on to new pursuits, we thank you for working so diligently on your professional education and for choosing the University of Iowa for your training.  
You have contributed significantly to our educational and scholarly excellence here, as engaged seminar participants and as collaborators on research projects.
Many of you also have taught classes here, sharpening your teaching skills and contributing to our students’ education with fresh perspectives and the latest knowledge.
And you have contributed greatly to our local communities as well as to our state and beyond, in generous public service and engagement, and in sharing your knowledge and creativity with others.
As new master’s graduates, you are at the forefront of change.
That change is only going to accelerate, both in your professional arenas and in society at large.
I know that the intellectual growth and professional skills you have developed here at Iowa will help you adapt to—and indeed lead—that change.
I look forward to seeing how you will contribute to a better future for all of us.
Even though we are saying farewell, you of course will always be part of us.
Your work here will always remain a part of our foundation of excellence.
And your work in the future will reflect positively on your University of Iowa education.
Now, as you go forward, I hope that you will promise to do three things:  
First, wear your black and gold Hawkeye colors whenever you can.
Second, use the skills of listening and communication that you have acquired here at Iowa to help make the world a better place.
And third, continue to support and advocate for the UI.
Once again, congratulations, good luck, and best wishes for great success in the wonderful years ahead of you.
We are very, very proud of you.”
[President Wilson returns to her seat.]
Recessional
Speaker: Shelly Campo
[Center Podium]
Primary Title: Shelly Campo
Subtitle: Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs
Ladies and gentlemen, be seated for the academic recession.
[The faculty recession begins when the quintet starts to play. The platform party exits Stage Right.  After the party has left, Shelly continues.]
Congratulations.  Will the degree recipients please join your friends and family on the concourse.  These proceedings are now adjourned.
[Shelly Campo exits]

The University of Iowa prohibits discrimination in employment, educational programs, and activities on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, disability, genetic information, yle atus as a U.S. veteran, service in the U.S. military, sexual orientation, gender identity, associational preferences, or any other classification that deprives the person of consideration as an individual. The university also affirms its commitment to providing equal opportunities and equal access to university facilities. For additional information on nondiscrimination policies, contact the Director, Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity, the University of Iowa, 202 Jessup Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242-1316, 319-335-0705 (voice), 319-335-0697 (TDD), diversity@uiowa.edu.
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